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FY2018 “Asian Youth Development and Network Building Program” 

 

Conducted by Nanjo City, Ie Village, and Tokashiki Village, Okinawa 

 

1 Introduction 

“The Asian Youth Development and Network Building Program,” hereinafter 

referred to as “Asian Youth Program”, will be jointly offered by Nanjo City, Ie Village, 

and Tokashiki Village through organizing “the Executive Committee for Asian Youth 

Development and Network Building Program”, hereinafter referred to as “executive 

committee”.  

The three municipalities are promoting the regional development by taking 

advantage of abundant local resources such as nature, history and culture. 

International tourists are expected to increase more in the future, and the 

municipalities are seeking to expand the overseas market for the regional specialty 

products by utilizing the geographical advantage of Okinawa which is located in the 

center of East Asia. Under such circumstances, globally-competent human 

resources are needed, and this program helps develop befitted human resources 

and human network. It also aims to encourages Okinawan youth to build their 

capacity of contribution to their community in the future, and to attract more 

international youth travelers to Okinawa to vitalize the community. 

2018 program offers participants an opportunity to rediscover regional charm and 

diverse way of thinking by studying regional challenges. They will experience the 

nature and culture of Okinawa with colleagues, nurturing global mindset which 

would motivate them to contribute to their community in the future. 

The program will be carried out in English. 

 

2 Participants 

As a rule, there will be 2 participants from each of the following 11 countries and 

regions（hereinafter referred to as “sending country and regions”）, for a total of 22 

participants. 
 

Kingdom of Cambodia, People’s Republic of China, India, Republic of Indonesia, 

Republic of Korea, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Republic of the Philippines, 

Republic of Singapore, Kingdom of Thailand, Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Hong 

Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China 

 In the above countries, we plan to invite from Koiin(Jiangyin) City People’s 

Republic of China and Victorias City Republic of the Philippines, which has had 

friendly exchange with Nanjo City.  



Therefore, we hope you will take it into consideration in the selection of candidates. 

 

3 Duration of the Program 

12 days from August 3rd to August 14th, 2018 
 

Note: Participants are expected to arrive in Okinawa on August 2nd, local time. 

Consequently, some participants may have to set out from their countries on 

August 1st. Participants will depart from Okinawa on August 15th, with some 

arriving in their home countries on August 16th. 

 

4 Main Activities of the Program 

40 participants (18 from Japan, 22 from the abovementioned countries) will come 

together in Okinawa and take part in various environment-related activities 

including field trips, lectures by prominent speakers, as well as discussions. The 

results of these activities will be presented publicly at the end of the program. 

 

Tentative schedule of the Program is as follows. 

Session Main activities (schedule is subject to change) 

Session 1 

Opening 

August 2nd ~ 4th 

・Program guidance / Cross-cultural understanding 

・Set up workshop 

・Point of communication 

・How to find ideas to solve local problems 

・Opening ceremony 

・Speech “Expectation for participants” 

・Exchange program with JICA trainees 

・Speech “JICA OIC’s perception/understanding on an 

international cooperation between Okinawa and 

Asian countries” 

・Team building workshop 

Session 2 

<Tokashiki Village> 

August 4th ~ 7th 

・Courtesy call to Tokashiki Village Mayor 

・Experience of making a giant tug 

・Exchange program with Tokashiki Village 

・Workshop “Sand Art” 

・Peace keeping education 

・Marine study 

・Experience “Kerama Daiko” 

・Group discussion 



 

Session 3 

<Nanjo City> 

August 7th ~ 9th 

・Courtesy call to Nanjo City Mayor 

・Okinawa world, Gyokusendo 

・Experience of Eisa 

・Sightseeing and experience activity of Nanjo City 

・Lecture by AYNIT OB/OG and Exchange program 

with them 

・Exchange program with Nanjo City junior, senior high 

school students and AYNIT OB/OG 

・Group discussion 

Session 4 

<Ie Village> 

August 9th ~ 12th  

・Courtesy call to Ie Village Mayor 

・ Speech “Self-independent Education for the 

preparation of leaving the island” 

・Introduction of Ie Village training report at Ie Village 

booth 

・Homestay 

・Cooking class 

・Exchange program with Ie Village junior and senior 

high school students  

・Blind hike 

・Group discussion 

Session 5 

Closing 

August 12th ~ 14th  

・Preparation for final presentation 

・ Final report presentation / Evaluation / Award 

Presentation  

・Closing ceremony / Reception  

 

Fn. (1) Participants of the program will be divided into groups. Each group will be 

assigned a tutor. 

    (2) The schedule of the program is subject to change. 

    (3) As part of the program, participants will learn about Okinawa’s history and 

culture through numerous activities. 

 

5 Lodging 

  During the program, public facilities will be used. Participants will room in groups of 

three or four with members from their own and other countries. Participants will sleep 

on a Japanese futon-style mattress instead of a bed. This “Japanese-style communal 

living” is expected to help participants develop a sense of mutual cooperation. 

 



6 Meals 

All participants will have meals in a self-service cafeteria within the facilities. Food 

restrictions due to allergies or religious considerations will be taken into account. 

 

7 Qualifications 

All applicants must:  
 

a. Be nominated by the government of the sending country as outlined in 8. (1) Below. 

 

b. Be between 15 and 18 years of age, and attending senior high school as of April 

1st, 2018. 

 

c. Stay in Okinawa for the entire 14 days and participate in all the activities of the 

program (including transit time to and from Okinawa). 

 

d. Have a keen interest in and desire to learn about regional issues. 

 

e. Have a reasonable command of English for discussions. 
 

*not merely daily conversations, but enough English ability to actively participate in 

discussions. 

 

f. Be in good health, both physically and mentally, and have no meal restrictions (aside 

from allergies or on religious grounds). 
 

Note: Applicants are requested to submit the Medical History Questionnaire included 

in the Application Form mentioned in 8 below. 

 

g. Have the mental fortitude to carry out group activities for 14 days. 

 

h. Have extensive knowledge of his/her own society, culture, etc. 

 

i. Have or be able to acquire a valid passport. 

Note: Those with passports please attach a copy of them to the Application Form. 

Those who will apply for passports, forward the copy to us quickly when you 

acquire it. 

 

8 Procedures for Applying 

(1) The Government of sending country will, when choosing candidates to nominate, 

voluntarily set up a “Selection Committee” which can use measures at their 

discretion (examples: examine their paperwork, interviews) to nominate two 

appropriate applicants for the program, and will forward to their country’s Embassy 



of Japan two copies of the specified Application Form (Information Sheet, Medical 

History and Examination, Supplementary Information) for each applicant no later 

than June 15th, 2018. 
 

Note 1) The Government of sending country is requested to nominate one substitute 

candidate in case of disqualification of nominated candidates or unexpected 

vacancies. 
 

2) From the viewpoint of gender balance, it is desirable that the two applicants 

consist of one male and one female; gender is not considered when appointing 

a substitute candidate. 

    

(2) The executive committee and the Cabinet Office of Japan will examine the 

nominee’s application and confirm the acceptance of the candidates nominated by 

the Government of sending country. The Government of sending country will be 

informed of the result by their Embassy of Japan not later than June 25th, 2018. 

 

(3) After the confirmation of acceptance, the executive committee or a commissioned 

organization will contact the accepted candidates directly about the program to 

begin the administrative process. Participants will need to submit some additional 

documents (medical certificate, parental consent form, etc.) before the deadlines 

set by the executive committee and the Cabinet Office of Japan. 

 

9 Rules and Regulations 

(1) Participants are required to follow the round-trip flight schedule designated by the 

executive committee. 

(2) Participants should strictly observe the program schedule. 

(3) Participants may not be accompanied by any family during the program. 

(4) Parents/guardians are strongly discouraged from calling their child during the 

program, and the participants are allowed to call their parents/guardians only at 

designated times. 

(5) In case of emergency, participants/guardians can make contact with 

participants/guardians through the executive committee or a commissioned 

organization. 

(6) Participants are not allowed to use their mobile phones or smartphones during the 

program because of the main purpose of this program is exchange between the 

participants.  

 (During the program, participants’ mobile phones or smartphones will be held by a 



commissioned organization.) 

 

(7) Commissioned organization will update the following Facebook page and webpage 

every day during the program. Please introduce this site to your parents, guardians 

and relatives.  

 https://ja-jp.facebook.com/aynit2017/ 

http://aynit.lequiowings.org 

 

(8) Participants will adhere to the host family’s rules and schedule during the homestay. 

 

(9) Participants will not take part in activities outside of those designated by the 

executive committee and the Cabinet Office of Japan, for example commercial 

transactions, religious missions, etc. 

 

10 Expenses 

The executive committee will cover the following expenses: 

 

(1) Round-trip air ticket (economy class) between the airports designated by the 

executive committee.  

i) The executive committee will also cover any taxes and fees that may be incurred 

during the participants’ trip such as airport taxes, departure taxes, transit taxes, etc.  

     ii) Excess baggage charges will not be paid. 

 iii) If the travel plan made by the executive committee requires the participant to 

pass through a third country in the course of transit to or from Okinawa, and 

any unavoidable visa fees arise, the executive committee will cover those fees 

as long as the participants adhere to the travel itinerary (i.e. no unnecessary 

overnight stays or exiting from the airport, etc.). 

  

(2) Other expenses: 

a. Transportation expense in Japan 

b. Living expense  

c. Accommodation expense 

d. Insurance fee 

 

11 Insurance 

An insurance contract will be arranged for each participant by a commissioned 

organization. 
 



Note: i) The insurance will cover the participants for all injuries and illness incurred 

during the trip. 

     ii) Coverage begins from the time participants depart from their home airport and 

lasts until they arrive back at said airport upon completion of the program. 

  ⅲ) In case of chronic illness you will be covered by insurance(within the limits) after 

arrival in Okinawa. 

 

12 Other Matters 

(1) Participants are requested to introduce his/her country to the Okinawan people. If 

you bring some of the following, it would facilitate your explanation.  

◇ Photos or electronic data such as PowerPoint 

－family 

－hometown 

－school 

－traditional events, and others 

Materials introducing your country 

◇ traditional costumes 

◇ traditional arts (dances, songs, and others) 

 

(2) Before participants leave their own countries, the executive committee will 

designate a meeting place and round trip flights for participants. Participants will 

be informed of the details ahead of their departure by the executive committee or 

a commissioned organization. The flight schedule cannot be changed to other 

flights that are not designated by the executive committee. 

 

(3) A commissioned organization will provide assistance for departure and boarding 

(including connecting flights) and transport to the airports for their return flights. 

 


